| yner who took interest in
minor league baseball in Kno can, Sr, made a
cmiai.duxehfv Investment | xville, Ridley and his wife;
Bonnie, sold tickets, worked cleaning of the uniforms.
After Bill Meyer Stadium v ught baseball back to
Knoxville in 1972, The Sme |'they became the K-
Jays after an agreement was § 1980, Neal Ridley
passed away in 1981 and his fan tly thereafter, Neal
Ridley was inducted into the Kn 2007,

Neal Ridley,-nicknamed “M
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Todd Helton was born and raised  graduated from Central High

School with honors in 1992, leadis eam (0 a state championship

in 1990, He received a scholarshi ind baseball at the

University of Tennessee after | y for the San Diego

Padres. There, he was backup g ath Schuler and Peyton Manning:
During his junior baseball seas cted for the Dick Howser Trophy
(Best National College Basebal ‘ the College World Series,
Helton was drafted following th Colorado Rockies. Helton has
received numerous accolades, s time National League Gold Glove
winner (2001, 2002, 2004), The he Year ;\}»‘:Hd (1998),

National League Batting Chan) | Yiayer of the Year (2000), 4
National League Hank Aaron A \ssocialed Press Player/of the Year 8
Award (2001). When the Smokies 0 play at the Smokies

Stadium in Sevierville, Helton 1 n for the renovation of the
remaining Ridley Field. City of | m changed the name of the
field to Ridley/Helton Field in ho utions to Knoxville
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